SPEECH IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS
26th November 1936
I SHOULD like to take up the question which
was implied by the repeated descriptions by
the noble Lord, Lord Snell, of one of the com-
batant parties in Spain as " rebels." We all, I
think, recognize that insurrection is wrong in
principle, but are there never to be any excep-
tions ? If there are never to be any exceptions,
why that is very good news for Herr Hitler,
who has been confirmed in his position by an
enormous majority of the plebiscite of the
German people. And now, if that view is to
be taken, he may be quite reassured as to any
action of the British Labour Party, and will
know that they will help him to get supplies of
arms if he has any sort of trouble with any
section of his own people. But on the other
hand, are there never to be any exceptions ?
In the seventeenth century there was a high
political and theological school that said there
should be none. That, I thought, had been
completely repudiated since, and I should have
62